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Welcome
SMA Europe takes great pride in inviting 
scientists and young researchers as well as 
clinicians and other healthcare professionals 
from all over the world to attend the 3rd 
International Congress on Spinal Muscular 
Atrophy, from 9th to 11th February 2022 in 
Barcelona, Spain. 

SMA Europe is the European umbrella for 
national SMA patient organisations. One of 
our core activities is to foster patient-relevant 
research in the field of SMA, to communicate 
the value generated from research, and 
consequently to ensure future support for 
research within our community.

The goal of our scientific congress is to 
bring together an international and multi-
disciplinary group of scientists and healthcare 
professionals. We provide a venue for them 
to present and exchange their breakthrough 
ideas relating to SMA, especially also in light 
of the patient-relevance of their findings, 
and to cement existing and stimulate new 
collaborations. 

Our scientific congress features highly 
respected, internationally renowned speakers. 
Equally important, it is a platform for talented 
young researchers. Together with healthcare 
professionals and patient experts, they will 
discuss, debate and dissect significant new 
developments and advancements relating to 
SMA. Moreover, they will share their visions for 
the future of SMA research. By providing an 
opportunity to exchange scientific evidence and 
clinical experiences, we trust that the conference 
will lead to ever-improved treatment and care 
for patients living with SMA. 

The International Congress on Spinal Muscular 
Atrophy is a unique occasion to meet face-to-
face with colleagues who are as passionate 
about advancing the field of SMA as you 
are. SMA Europe very much looks forward to 
welcoming you in Barcelona next year!

Nicole Gusset 
SMA Europe President
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SMA Europe
SMA Europe is a non-profit umbrella organisation which consists of 24 SMA patient and  research
organisations from 23 countries across Europe.

Our members differ in terms of how long they have been established, in size and also in scope. 

OUR AIMS ARE:
 • To improve the quality of life of people who live with SMA.
 • To accelerate translational research pathways in SMA.
 • To bring effective therapies to patients in a timely and sustainable way.
 • Encourage optimal patient care.

Co-operation between these European organisations is meant to enhance and support the existing 
efforts of each association by identifying areas for collaboration that are mutually advantageous:

 • To improve the quality of life of individuals with Spinal Muscular Atrophy.
 • To promote the interests of SMA patients in European health policy.
 •  To raise awareness of SMA with the general public, healthcare practitioners, scientists and 

industry.
 • To identify, develop, promote and implement the best practice for SMA.
 •  To promote and sustain scientific and medical research in all fields of spinal muscular atrophy.
 • To increase collaboration between member countries.

More information on SMA Europe website : SMA Europe (sma-europe.eu)

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

https://www.sma-europe.eu


4

9th to 11th February 2022

Congress Venue
VENUE 
CCIB - Centre de Convencions Internacional de Barcelona
Plaça de Willy Brandt, 11-14, 08019 Barcelona
www.ccib.es

CONVENTION CENTRE
A truly exceptional meeting or event deserves an exceptional space. Designed by prestigious Catalan 
architect Josep Lluís Mateo, the Convention Centre was conceived to maximise the use of natural light. 
The Centre is a highly versatile and multifunctional space facing the Mediterranean, offering 38 well-lit 
rooms across 3 floors and 2 mezzanines. Two spaces stand out: the enormous Exhibition Hall, which can 
be laid out in a modular way into 8 separate spaces, and the Banquet Hall, which gives spectacular 
views of the Mediterranean.

HOW TO GET THERE
The conference venue is easily accessible via public transportation: 

 • METRO: Line 4 Maresme-Forum stop
 • BUS: lines 7, H16
 • TRAM: Forum station

From Plaza Catalunya, which is the most central part of the city, it takes about 25 minutes by metro to 
reach the conference venue. Since the city is compact and public transportation is efficient, reaching the 
conference venue from any area is easy, so your choice might depend on what you want to do during 
your free time. All these means of transport leave you just a few minutes away from the CCIB by foot.

METRO / BUS / TRAIN / NIGHT-BUS TICKETS
There are different Metro tickets available. We recommend that you buy the “T-Casual” (1 zone) that 
allows you to take 10 trips for 11,35 € (any kind of transport among: Metro, Bus, Train, Night-Bus). You 
can buy the “T-Casual” at any metro station with cash or credit card. On the bus you can buy only 
single-way tickets (for 2,20€ euro each) the “T-Casual” is not sold on the Bus and if you buy the T-Casual 
each individual trip is cheaper.

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

http://www.ccib.es
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Preliminary Exhibition Floor Plan
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TECHNICAL SECRETARIAT 

Exhibition & Sponsorship, Registrations 
Marià Cubi, 4 - Pral. | 08006 Barcelona (SPAIN) 
Tel. +34 932.388.777 
smaeurope2022@pacifico-meetings.com   

REGISTRATION 

To register please complete the online registration form available from July at 
https://barcelona2022.sma-europe.eu/ 
For group bookings, please get in contact with Grupo Pacifico

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES



Scientific Congress Organisation
SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE

Chair: Brunhilde Wirth 
Professor of Human Genetics and Director of the Institute of Human Genetics at the 
Medical Faculty of the University of Cologne, Germany. 

Vice-Chair: Laurent Servais 
Professor of Paediatric Neuromuscular Diseases, Oxford University and Professor of 
Child Neurology at Liège Université, Liège, Belgium. 

Local Host: Eduardo Tizzano
Paediatrician & Medical Geneticist, Director of the Department of Clinical and Molecular 
Genetics and Unit of Rare Diseases, Hospital Universitari Valle Hebrón, Barcelona, Spain.

Claudio Bruno 
Head, Center of Translational and Experimental Myology, IRCCS Istituto Giannina 
Gaslini, Genova, and Contract Professor in Paediatrics at the School of Medicine, 
University of Genova, Italy. 

Stefania Corti 
Neurologist, Associate Professor of Neurology and Principal Investigator of Neural 
Stem Cell Lab at the University of Milan in Italy. 

Richard Finkel 
Paediatric Neurologist and Division Chief of the Division of Neurology, Department of 
Paediatrics at Nemour’s Children’s Hospital in Florida, USA. 

Tom Gillingwater 
Professor of Anatomy at the University of Edinburgh and Editor in Chief of the Journal 
of Anatomy. 

Ewout Groen 
Senior Researcher, SMA Center of Expertise, UMC Utrecht Brain Center, Department 
of Neurology and Neurosurgery, University Medical Center Utrecht, The Netherlands. 

Ulrika Kreicbergs 
Ulrika Kreicbergs holds a professorship in palliative care for children and youth at 
Ersta Sköndal University College and is also associated with the Karolinska Institutet in 
Stockholm. 
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Scientific Congress Organisation
SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE

Cécile Martinat 
Head of INSERM/UEVE UMR 861 in I-STEM, the first institute in France dedicated to the 
use of human pluripotent stem cells to study and treat monogenic diseases. 

Christian Simon 
Group Leader, Carl Ludwig Institute for Physiology, Leipzig University, Germany.

Charlotte Sumner 
Professor of neurology at Johns Hopkins School of Medicine, USA.

Ludo van der Pol 
Neurologist and Professor of Neurology, head of the Netherlands SMA center at the 
University Medical Center Utrecht (UMCU) in The Netherlands.

Scientific content
The conference programme consists of seven sessions, which will showcase the latest developments in 
the field, provide a forum for discussions and networking, and highlight the challenges and future trends 
in SMA-related scientific disciplines and applied technologies.

For each session, 3 researchers selected via abstract submission will have the opportunity to give a 15 
minute presentation in the main congress room. 

The different sessions are: 

Session 1
Spinal and muscle 

regeneration 

Session 2 
New phenotypes after 

therapy: data on adults 

Session 3 
Pathways: dysfunction 

of sensory motor 
circuits in SMA 

Session 4 
Gene therapy data 

update 

Session 5
Muscle specific SMN 

depletion

Session 6 
Oral treatment 
administration 

Session 7
Non 5q SMA
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PROGRAMME
WEDNESDAY 9th FEBRUARY 2022

Welcome
SMA Europe President - Nicole Gusset

Patient Perspective Session & Local Expert
Yasemin Erbas
Local scientific/ clinical expert (Spain)

Opening of scientific & clinical programme - Brunhilde Wirth, Chair of SAB
 
COFFEE - with patient organisation posters & SMA Europe stand
 
Session 1 - Spinal and muscle regeneration
Chair: Cécile Martinat
Invited speaker’s talk - Michela Rigoni

3 Speakers from abstract selection
 
LUNCH - Sponsor symposium
 
Session 2 - New phenotypes after therapy: data on adults
Chair: Eduardo Tizzano
Invited speaker’s talk - Valeria Sansone

3 Speakers from abstract selection
 
Flash poster presentations 
 
Poster session 1 - with coffee with fruits/cheese
 
Round table/Workshops
NMJ in a dish - Cécile Martinat & Stefania Corti
Towards personalised treatment - Richard Finkel et al. (Round table)
 
Welcome reception - Cocktail hour

9:30 - 9:45

9:45 - 10:45

10:45 - 10.55

11.00 - 11:30

11.30 - 13:00

13:00 - 14:00

14:00 - 15:30

15.30 - 15.45

16.00 - 17.30

17.30 - 18.30

19:30

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
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THURSDAY 10th FEBURARY 2022

Sponsor Symposium

Session 3 - Pathways: dysfunction of sensory-motor circuits in SMA
Chair: Christian Simon
Invited speaker’s  talk - George Mentis

3 Speakers from abstract selection

COFFEE - with patient organisation posters & SMA Europe stand

Session 4 - Gene therapy: data update
Chair: Claudio Bruno
Invited speaker’s  talk - Andreas Ziegler

3 Speakers from abstract selection

LUNCH - Sponsor Symposium

Session 5 - Muscle specific SMN depletion
Chair: Charlotte Sumner
Invited speaker’s talk - Umrao Monani

3 Speakers from abstract selection

Flash poster presentations 

Poster session 2 - with coffee with  fruits/cheese

Workshops
NBS: status quo, treatment management and decison - Danilo Tiziano & Heike 
Koelbel
Patient experience with therapies - Sonia Messina  & Renske Wadman

GALA DINNER

8:00 - 9:00

9:10 - 10:40

11:00 - 11:30

11:30 - 13:00

13:00 - 14:00

14:00 - 15:30

15.30 - 15.45

16.00 - 17.30

17.30 - 18.30

19:30

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
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FRIDAY 11th FEBRUARY 2022

Sponsor Silver

Session 6 - Oral treatment administration
Chair - Ludo van der Pol
Invited speaker’s  talk - Giovanni Baranello

3 Speakers from abstract selection

COFFEE - with patient organisation posters & SMA Europe stand

Session 7 - non 5q-SMA
Chair: Brunhilde Wirth
Invited speaker’s talk - Albena Jordanova

3 Speakers from abstract selection

Grab a lunch box

Award ceremony and closing talks
Chairs: Brunhilde Wirth and Tom Gillingwater
Award ceremony: best three talks, best three posters
Wrap-up and highlights of the meeting, where do we go next - Tom Gillingwater 
Closing - SMA Europe - Nicole Gusset

CLOSE

8:00 - 9:00

9:10 - 10:40

11:00 - 11:30

11:30 - 13:00

13:00 - 13:30

13:30 - 14:30

14:30

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES



PLATINUM
Fee: 70.000€ (VAT not included)
· 1 hour: symposium (choice of slot) *
· 3 free entrances + 2 free access to gala dinner
· 2 Stands 6 sqm with electricity access + 2 tables & 4 seats
· First position on all communication documents

GOLD
Fee: 50.000€ (VAT not included)
· 1 hour: symposium *
· 3 free entrances 
· Stand 6 sqm with electricity access + 2 tables & 4 seats
· Logos on all communication documents

SILVER

Fee: 20.000€ (VAT not included)
· 2 free entrances
· Stand 4 sqm with electricity access + 1 table & 2 seats
· Logos on all communication documents

BRONZE

Fee: 2.000€ (VAT not included)
· 1 free entrance
· Logos on website and abstract book

• Key sponsors are major contributors and will be acknowledged as such 
throughout the meeting.

• The level of sponsorship is based on the total contribution, as described 
above.

• Main Sponsors are given priority for sponsorship level and booth 
reservation.

* Number of sponsor symposia is limited at 4

Sponsoring 
packages
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SPONSORSHIP APPLICATION

We would like to reserve exhibition space as follows and/or sponsor the following item/items:

1............................................................................................................................................................................................
2...........................................................................................................................................................................................
3...........................................................................................................................................................................................

Company ...........................................................................................................................................................................
Address …..........................................................................................................................................................................
Zip Code ……………...............….. City ................................................. Country..............................................................
Phone…………………………………......................…..……... Fax …………………......................…………….......................……
VAT number ..............................…………………………………………….........................................................................….….
E-mail ………………………………………….......................……………............................................................……………………
Contact Person ………….............……………………………….Position ………………………………………………………...……

          On behalf of the Company, I consent and undertake to comply with the sponsorship rules and 
my obligations to sponsor from the moment I sign this contract.

         I enclose the copy of the bank transfer made to:

Grupo Pacífico
Account number: 0081 5084 0400 0126 4536
IBAN: ES45 0081 5084 0400 0126 4536
SWIFT: BIC: BSAB ESBB
CONCEPT: SMA EUROPE 2022 + NAME OF COMPANY OR INVOICE NUMBER

Covering payment on the amount agreed 

_________________________, ______________,__________ of 202___
(Stamp and signature)

This form should be completed and returned as soon as possible to:

GRUPO PACÍFICO
Maria Cubi, 4 - Pral. 08006 Barcelona (SPAIN)
Tel. +34 932.388.777 Fax. +34 932.387.488
smaeurope2022@pacifico-meetings.com

A VAT invoice will be issued on receipt of this Sponsorship Application.

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
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1 . Preamble 
The 3rd International Scientific Congress SMA 
will be held in CCIB - Centre de Convencions 
Internacional de Barcelona
Plaça de Willy Brandt, 11-14, 08019 Barcelona
www.ccib.es

2. Basic prerequisites
Any sponsor of 3rd International Scientific Congress 
on SMA, by signing the contract, agrees to respect 
the general conditions presented hereafter.

3. Participation 
To become a sponsor, all sponsors must complete 
and sign the sponsoring form and send it by email 
or post:

GRUPO PACIFICO
Maria Cubi, 4 - Pral. 
08006 Barcelona (SPAIN). 
Tel. +34 932.388.777. 
smaeurope2022@pacifico-meetings.com 

All applications will be submitted to the 
Organising Committee, which will decide on the 
applications. The Organiser reserves the right 
to refuse any request for sponsorship to any 
company or organisation whose activities are 
not related to the general theme of the event.

4. Payment terms 
  •  The total amount of sponsorship is payable 

upon booking.
  •  All payments must be made in Euro, net of all 

bank charges. 
  •  The payment will be made to Grupo Pacifico 

on behalf of the 3rd International Scientific 
Congress on SMA.

  •    Any payment must also mention:
    «Invoice No - Sponsorship company name».
  •  VAT not applicable.

5. Invoice 
Upon receipt of the signed sponsoring form and 
after acceptance by Grupo Pacifico, an invoice 
will be sent to the sponsor for payment.

6. Cancellation
Any cancellation must be made in writing and 
sent by post to Grupo Pacifico. In case of sponsor 
cancellation, no refund will be made.
In case of cancellation before January 15, 2022, a 
refund of 40% will be granted. After that date, the 
total amount paid will be charged as cancellation 
fees.

7. Force majeure 
In case of force majeure, the dates and / or place 
of 3rd International Scientific Congress on SMA 
may be modified or the event cancelled.
In case of cancellation of the event, the sums 
received will be reversed to the sponsors.

8. Insurance 
It shall be the responsibility of each exhibitor to 
maintain such insurance against injury to person 
or theft, fire damage or loss of property in such 
amounts as the exhibitor shall deem adequate. 
Neither the 3rd International Scientific Congress 
on SMA Exhibition, nor the Conference Venue will 
offer the exhibitor any kind of insurance protection.

9. Security 
The custody of the exhibitor’s property is the 
responsibility of each exhibitor. Exhibitors are 
advised to add protection against loss / damage 
of their materials due to fire, theft, accident and 
the like to their existing insurance.

10. Arbitration and Jurisdiction
This agreement is covered by German Law and 
that the organiser commitee decides who is 
platinum and gold from the candidates presented.

GENERAL CONDITIONS

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
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